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Earth Science Films online 

Earth Futures Festival still has many 

films online that were entered into 

this festival, the brainchild of Heather 

Handley and Simon Heath. The films 

are broad in style and subject matter 

but are all centered around the 

theme of the Earth, sustainability and 

connection. Many hours of content 

for winter! https://

www.earthfuturesfestival.com/ 

The GSA Victoria Division has several 

films  and short videos that help to 

explain all manner of initiatives and 

work in that state (thanks to Clive 

Willman) as well as help to under-

stand Earthquakes and other Earth-

related phenomena.  https://

www.gsavic.org/ 

Earth Movie Night  

View a selection of short and longer form movies played on 

the big screen. Sip mulled wine and nibble on popcorn while 

you watch films about volcanoes, mountains, Tasmania and 

why it is different as well what is under the Victorian Alps.   

BRING A FRIEND OR TWO.  

Movies are:  
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VOLCANISM 12-18 July 

Twenty nine volcanoes are active this 

week.  

Mayon in the Philippines continues 

with effusive eruptions from the 

summit moving down drainages to 

the south and southwest reaching up 

to 2.8 km from vent by the 18th of 

July. A shorter lava flow of about 

600m length is in an eastern drain-

age. As well as these lavas, collapse 

of the lava dome at the summit and 

off the steep lavas has initiated pyro-

clastic density flows. The furthest 

travelled in the eastern drainage 4 

km from vent.  

Low level activity ongoing south of 

Reykjevik in Iceland, has had firefight-

ers rushing to smother vegetation 

fires initiated by the new lava. 

On the island of Bougainville the 

volcano of Bangana has erupted 

explosively several times over the last 

few weeks. The most recent eruption 

on the 15th of July sent ash up to 

16.5 km into the atmosphere. Activity 

over the last month has impacted 

communities in South and Central 

Bougainville and some areas have 

been evacuated due to contaminated 

waster supplies.  

https://volcano.si.edu/
reports_weekly 

SIGNIFICANT EARTH 
QUAKE IN JUNE/JULY 

The largest earthquake recorded in 

July was a 7.2 mww  earthquake on a 

thrust fault associated with the Aleu-

tian subduction zone in Alaska. Alt-

hough no people were directly im-

pacted by this event, other greater 

than magnitude 7 earthquakes in this 

area have generated tsunamis that 

have reached Pacific islands and the 

west coast of the US.   

https://earthquake.usgs.gov/
earthquakes/eventpage.  
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June 22nd  Annual General Meeting  

Question time after Colin’s talk. Photo D. Cooke. 

Colin Jones followed up the AGM with a talk on the granites in 

eastern Tasmania. Colin used high power instrumentation in-

cluding the SHRIMP ion microprobe on zircon and Laser Abla-

tion  multi-collector mass spectrometer on zircon and quartz 

crystals from several of granites to understand melt origins, late 

assimilation of crustal material into melts and the relationship of 

the mafic Hogans Road Diorite to granite evolution.   

 

June 22nd  Colin Jones  ‘Petrogenesis 

of some east Tasmanian granites’ 

The AGM  was well attended with 32 people in the room and 

6 online. The Chairman’s report highlighted meetings and ac-

tivities undertaken by the local GSA including involvement in 

the successful STGST field conference on King Island in Novem-

ber and the 12th Tasmanian Geoscience Forum in December 

2022.  The treasurer outlined a  healthy financial situation. 

Copies of these reports are available on request.  

A 17-strong new committee was elected (see last page of the 

newsletter).  Thankyou to those who served on the committee 

in 2022-2023 but have not continued: Olivia Wilson and Wei 

Xuen Heng. Special appreciation to Sebastien Meffre who was 

secretary over the last year and remains on the committee. 

The newly elected secretary is Ron Berry.  



WHAAKARI TRIAL NZ 

Whaakari  White Island eruption of 

2019 caused the deaths and injury of 

tourist visiting the island. A  criminal 

trial against  the owners of the island 

and the tour operators is taking place 

now in Auckland. The trial is about 

workplace safety. The head of GNS 

NZ (equivalent of CSIRO/GA in NZ) 

has been in the hot seat in the last 

week. Dr Gill Jolly gave evidence to 

indicate that GNS have risk assess-

ments and safety strategies in place 

for their workers and some National 

Parks, but not for private ventures. 

They can do these but would expect 

payment for this service.  She 

claimed that the owners of the island 

and tour operators had never com-

missioned GNS to undertake this type 

of assessment.  GNS had escalated 

the risk for an eruption on Whaakari 

White Island to level 2 prior to the 

eruption (level 3 is an eruption). The 

trial continues.  
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The Australian Earth Science Convention 2023 was held in 

Perth between the 27-30th of June. This was the first face to 

face meeting of our society since the easing of the COVID 

19 pandemic. Owen Missen attended the meeting, his first 

foray to this national get together. Here is his report. 

 

 

The Australian Earth Science Convention 2023 (AESC) 

brought a vibrant community of Earth scientists from Austral-

ia and worldwide to sunny Perth. The conference was held 

entirely face to face in the Perth Convention and Exhibition 

Centre. It was my first AESC conference and was an ideal 

opportunity for networking, fostering collaboration and un-

derstanding the latest geoscience research. I particularly en-

joyed meeting people I had only previously seen online! 

Talks at the AESC ranged from subjects on Australia’s geo-

logical history, processes involving magmas and mountain 

belts, and resources in mine waste; to broader current chal-

lenges facing the geosciences community such as promot-

ing geoheritage and geotourism and how to make the geo-

sciences a more inclusive place for all geoscientists.  

 

I was pleased to meet A/Prof Simon Jowitt from University of 

Nevada, having found his work linking economic geology 

and critical minerals very interesting for a long time. His talk 

on ‘The Minerals Industry and the Energy Transition; supply, 

demand, the future of the sector and implications for Aus-

tralia’ was very relevant to the critical mineral research on-

going at UTAS and in Australia more broadly. 

 

I presented a poster on my Geoenvironmental work in west-

ern Tasmania as well as a talk on my field study of cobalt bi-

ogeochemistry conducted last year. Posters at AESC were 

no longer printed but were instead displayed on electronic 

screens to reduce the amount of paper waste (and the 

chance of losing one’s poster or having said poster 

squashed in transit). Other colleagues from CODES at UTAS 

AESC 2023 



5 

Earth Sweltering in July 

Despite it being winter in Tasmania, 

global averages temperatures have 

been reaching new highs. The highest 

ever recorded average temperate for 

the Earth was broken on July 3rd at 

17.01 degrees C and then smashed in 

the following week three times. The 

highest was 17.23 degrees C on the 

July 6th. Persistently elevated sea 

surface temperatures have been 

recorded throughout the worlds 

oceans.  June to July had higher than 

average temperatures in the northern 

and eastern Pacific as well as in the 

north Atlantic and the Indian Oceans.  

Hobart in July has an average daytime 

temperatures of 12.2 degrees C. July 

is not over yet and it feels chilly now 

but on the 13th of July it reached a 

balmy 19.3 degrees C.    

Owen with his digital poster at AESC2023. Supplied by Owen Missen 

presented four talks, three posters and two short talks. The short 

talks formed one of the final morning sessions, with rapid 3-minute 

talks keeping us engaged as the conference drew to a close! 

Several other Tasmanian researchers also made the journey west, 

ensuring Tasmania was well represented at AESC2023!  

 



A.B. Edwards Award   

The Geological Society of Australia 

(GSA) Economic Geology Specialist 

Group provides the A.B Edwards 

award annually to the best economic 

geology themed paper in it’s publica-

tion ‘The Australian Journal of Earth 

Sciences’ (AJES).  

‘The award recognises important 

work in economic geology research in 

a broad sense (e.g., exploration 

geochemistry, ore deposit genesis 

and modelling, structural analysis of 

mineral systems, hydrothermal, 

magmatic and alluvial ore deposits). 

The purpose of the award is to en-

courage scientists to publish their 

work in the Australian Journal of 

Earth Sciences and consider the 

journal an appropriate forum to 

disseminate research findings and 

concepts relevant to economic geolo-

gy. ‘ (from GSA website) 

David I. Groves Award   

The Geological Society of Australia 

(GSA) award this medal to the best 

paper in it’s publication  ‘The Austral-

ian Journal of Earth Sciences’ with a 

young geoscientist as it’s author.  

The ‘young’ means that the paper is 

within six years of the lead author 

finishing their first degree. 

For more information on these med-

als and other GSA awards see 

https://www.gsa.org.au/Public/

Public/Recognition_and_Awards 
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Congratulations to a star of the AESC2023,  Dr Tristan Wells.  

Tristan was awarded three medals: A.B. Edwards award for 

the best Economic Geology paper in the Australian Journal 

of Earth Sciences (AJES) for 2020 and 2021 and the David I. 

Groves (2021) awarded for best paper in AJES with a lead 

author less than six years post-graduate. 

 

Tassie member’s medal bonanza at 

AESC 2023 

 Tristan Wells with his three medals. Photo Lisa Roche  
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Carey Prize 

The Carey Prize is named after SW 

Carey, the founding professor of the 

Geology Department at the Universi-

ty of Tasmania. He was professor of  

geology for 30 years between 1946 

and 1976. Professor Carey was an 

expert on structural geology and 

tectonics.  

There is also a medal named in hon-

our of Professor Carey at the national 

GSA level. The SW Carey Medal was 

awarded at the AESC2023 to Alexan-

der (Sandy) Cruden of Monash Uni-

versity for his contributions and 

impacts in the field of tectonics 

(senso lato).  

The Carey Prize is awarded by the Tasmania Division of the GSA 

annually for the best honours thesis in Earth Sciences at the Uni-

versity of Tasmania.  The prize comes with a cash award of $600. 

The winner for 2022 is Felix Dobbin for his thesis entitled ‘Geology, 

alteration and mineralisation characterisation of the Kingswood 

Porphyry Cu-Au prospect, NSW Australia’,  supervised by David 

Cooke and Lejun Zhang.  

Carey Prize recipient 2022 

Felix was unable to join us to collect his prize in person at 

the June AGM as he is busy working as a graduate geol-

ogist in Western Australia for North Star Resources.  

 Felix Dobbin Carey Prize recipient. Photo courtesy of North Star Resources 



What is the GSA Endow-
ment Fund?  

The Geological Society of Australia 

(GSA) Endowment Fund was set up in 

2007 to support students undertak-

ing graduate studies in the Earth 

Sciences. The fund was set up as a 

separate entity to the GSA and the 

Australian Tax Office imposed ele-

ments that restricted this support to 

Australian students at Australian 

educational institutions.  Financial 

assistance in the form of awards can 

be granted to Australian students by 

the GSA Endowment Fund Com-

mittee and the awards are not re-

stricted to GSA members. Honours/

Masters student from each state are 

eligible for a $1000 grant and PhD 

students compete nationally for a 

$5000 grant.  

The Geological Society of Australia 

Endowment Fund is a charity and all 

donations are tax deductible.  (from 

GSA website) 
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Tasmania’s Endowment Fund grant recipient for 2023 

is Emily Conn. Emily has arrived in Tasmania this month 

hot on the heels of graduating with a BSc (Earth Sci-

ences) at the University of Queensland, Brisbane. She 

has commenced her Honours with supervisors Martin 

Jutzeler and Rebecca Carey on the stratigraphy of 

sediment cores at Havre, Kermadec arc/Rangitahua. 

This project provides her the opportunity to work on 

cores she helped to collect and curate on RV Investi-

gator Voyage 2022-V02 to the Kermadec Arc north of 

New Zealand in March-April last year.  

The endowment grant will help Emily travel to Germa-

ny to attend an Oceanic Volcanism workshop and 

undertake detailed scientific work as part of interna-

tional collaboration with GEOMAR in Kiel.  

 

"I am extremely grateful to the Geological Society of Australia for 

creating the Endowment Fund, making it possible for students like 

me to learn and discover more during our research journey. I'm 

excited to network and learn from the best in oceanic volcanism 

at Kiel!"  

Emily working on the core on RV Investigator, April 2022  

Image supplied by Emily Conn.   
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The GSA Endowment Fund also granted discretionary funding  to 

Tasmanian Mark Williams.  Mark is in Geography, Planning and 

Spatial Sciences at the University of Tasmanian working on digital 

technologies as applied to geotourism and geoheritage. 

 

Mark’s project aims to explore the use of digital tools in geotour-

ism projects and geoparks, by investigating the factors associat-

ed with uptake of digital tools, and will determine the effective-

ness of a number of end-user designed digital tools within the 

planning and implementation stages of geopark development.  

 

 
 

Tasmanian discretionary grant     

recipient  

 Karin Orth congratulates Mark Williams for his Discretionary Grant from the GSA 

Endowment Fund at the AGM. Photo S. Meffre.  
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Obituary 

Peter Hills 
1959-2023 

It was with sadness that I heard of 

the passing of Peter Hills in May 

2023. Peter was a well known per-

sonality in the geosciences in Tas-

mania. Peter was a geotechnical 

engineer and worked over the last 

11 years with consultancy Pitt and Sherry, He was present at our meet-

ing last October held in conjunction with the Australian Geomechanics 

Society. The presentation on rock removal at Paradise Gorge was given 

by his colleagues at Pitt and Sherry Andrew Tyson and Clint Scott. Peter 

was keen to emulate them and provide a presentation on a tunneling 

project he had been a part of for a joint meeting in 2023.   

 

I first met Peter at my first national Australian Geological Convention 

(AGC) in Sydney in 1984. He enjoyed a drink and a bit of laugh but was 

always very serious about his science. He worked mainly in under-

ground mines and was keen on this field of geoengineering something 

that I was fairly ignorant about coming straight out of an undergradu-

ate degree.  

 

Peter graduated with a BSc Honours from the University of Tasmania in 

1981 and later went on to complete his Masters in Rock Mechanics 

(Engineering Science) at James Cook University. His enthusiasm for his 

profession never diminished. He worked widely in Tasmania’s mines, 

tunnels, power stations and dams and on many projects here, inter-

state and overseas.  

 

Peter was a member of AusIMM for 40 years where he held many lead-

ership roles and was involved in professional accreditation and confer-

ence organisation. Peter provided invaluable leadership in the Tasma-

nia Branch of AusIMM from 2008, first as Secretary and then Chair from 

2013-2019. He was a member of the committee organising the Under-

ground Operators Conference which was successfully held in Brisbane 



in March. Peter pushed to establish AusIMM’s new Geotech-

nical (Mining) Society, approved by the AusIMM Board at the 

recent April Board meeting. He also received the Beryl Jacka 

Award in 2020 for his extraordinary and sustained service to 

AusIMM. 

 

In 2021, Peter agreed to be part of our ‘You Can’t Ask that 

Panel’ student meets industry night in conjunction with AIG.  

As part of that he sent some photos he thought might help 

students relate to him.  Unfortunately, he had an accident 

and was in hospital on the day of the panel so could not join 

us. I share the photos of Peter at work and play below. 

 

Condolences to Peter’s family his wife, three children and 

grandchildren, parents and sister.  

 

Peter had a great many friends and peers across the mining 

and engineering and garnered the respect of everybody who 

had the privilege of knowing him. He will be missed by the lo-

cal geosciences community. 

Karin Orth with extracts from the Obituary by Stephen Durkin and Miriam 

Way of AusIMM.  
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Welcome undergraduates back to semester 2.  

Please come along to our Earth-themed movie night on 

Thursday the 27th of June.  

And pencil in the Students Meet Industry get together at 

Shambles in North Hobart on WEDNESDAY the 23rd of 

June.  

 

 

Student Members 



Membership 

There are special rates for graduate membership so no need 

to miss out once you have graduated. We would love to keep 

in touch! 

Any queries about your membership contact our membership 

officer Rebecca Carey (Rebecca.Carey@utas.edu.au). 

You can become a member right now 

“Being a student member of the Geological Society of Aus-

tralia enriched my experience of studying geology.”  

Olivia Wilson won the Honours Endowment Scholarship for 

Tasmania in her honours year in in 2020. Despite the lock-

downs of that year, she eventually managed to get into the 

field to spend her money.  Olivia is now employed by Entura 

in Hobart. She was an undergraduate member of the GSA 

and here is her testament to how it can be helpful for your 

future.  
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Meet a graduate 

Olivia Wilson on being a 
GSA student member 

‘Being a student member of the 

Geological Society of Australia en-

riched my experience of studying 

geology. Especially important to me 

were the opportunities to make 

connections and learn about the 

research of other society members. 

As a student, it is also invaluable to 

have an environment in which you 

can interact with geoscientists from 

all career stages – hearing their 

experiences allows you to develop 

your own career aspirations. GSA 

membership also demonstrates that 

you have a level of passion and com-

mitment to your field beyond ‘ 

I want to become a Member  

Supplied by Olivia Wilson 

mailto:Rebecca.Carey@utas.edu.au
https://www.gsa.org.au/
https://www.gsa.org.au/Public/Public/Member


The flagship publication of the Tasmanian Division of 

the GSA, ‘The Geological Evolution of 

Tasmania’ (Special Publication 24 of the GSA) is 

available for ordering.  
 

 

 

 

You can purchase them personally from Caroline Mor-

dant (publications@CODES.utas.edu.au or phone on 

+61 3 6226 7537. 
 

The Geological Evolution of Tasmania 

 

Other Events coming up 

25th of July 

Public Lecture by Chris Yule   

Seismic Stratigraphy of the Can-

ning Basin and the power of 

open access data. (see flyer) 
 

 

10th-12th October  

Subglacial Geology and hydrolo-

gy workshop (see flyer) 

 

 

 

30th of November  

13th Tasmanian Geoscience  

Forum Tullah (see flyer) 
 

Members  $99 

Non Members $113 

Students $75 

14 14 14 

I want to know more about the book 

http://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/55313/Flyer_Order.pdf
mailto:publications@CODES.utas.edu.au
https://www.utas.edu.au/codes/publications/publications-for-sale


ANY NEWS, 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OR 

INTERESTING 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF 

TASMANIAN 

GEOLOGY YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO 

INCLUDE IN THE NEXT 

NEWSLETTER, PLEASE 

SEND IT THROUGH VIA 

EMAIL TO  

Our details 

Geological Society of 

Australia website: 
www.gsa.org 

And our own website: 
http://

www.gsatasmania.org 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

GSA Tasmania Division 

Committee 2023-2024 
 

Chair: Karin Orth 

Secretary: Ron Berry 

Ron.Berry@utas.edu.au 

 Treasurer: Claire Kain 

 

Committee Members: 

Sheree Armistead 

Jeremy Asimus 

Rebecca Carey (Membership) 

Acacia Clark (Student Rep) 

Grace Cumming 

John Everard 

Matt Ferguson 

Barbara Frankel 

Jacqueline Halpin 

Claire Kain (Geotourism) 

Peter McGoldrick 

Owen Missen 

Sebastien Meffre 

Phil Sansom (Education) 

karin.orth@utas.edu.au
     

 
 

Our details 

Geological Society of 

Australia website: 
www.gsa.org 

And our own website: 
http://

www.gsatasmania.org 

Future Meetings 

26th August Wednesday 

Student night with AIG 

Shambles North Hobart 

 

8th September Saturday 

One-day field trip to north 

coast Tasmania 

9th September Sunday RST-

NC Inveresk joint meeting 

Michael Roach  

 

20th October Thursday 

Martin Jutzeler RV Investi-

gator Voyage off the west 

coast of Tasmania. 

Last word from Noel 

http://www.gsa.org
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R7h9CYWL4BsLLK94QSG1KIZ?domain=gsatasmania.org/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R7h9CYWL4BsLLK94QSG1KIZ?domain=gsatasmania.org/
mailto:Sebastien.Meffre@utas.edu.au
http://www.gsa.org
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R7h9CYWL4BsLLK94QSG1KIZ?domain=gsatasmania.org/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R7h9CYWL4BsLLK94QSG1KIZ?domain=gsatasmania.org/






Subglacial Geology and hydrology workshop 
Join us for a three-day workshop on subglacial hydrology and geology at Tarraleah 
from October 10th to 12th. The workshop aims to enhance our understanding of 
Antarctic subglacial conditions through interdisciplinary discussions. During the 
workshop, we will have exciting excursions to explore the postglacial landscape in 
Tasmania. 
  
The early bird registration is $520, which includes local transport and full-board ac-
commodation at Tarraleah. To register and access more details about the workshop, 
please visit: https://payments.utas.edu.au/Register/booking and find the event.  
  
We also invite abstract submissions related to the workshop's theme. Please send 
your abstracts to tarraleah2023@gmail.com before August 20th for consideration. 
  
For any questions or further information, don't hesitate to get in touch with Toby 
at tobias.staal@utas.edu.au. 

https://payments.utas.edu.au/Register/booking
mailto:tarraleah2023@gmail.com
mailto:tobias.staal@utas.edu.au









